[Osteomyelitic pseudarthrosis of the tibia with loss of substance treated with a graft of the opposite fibula].
Dragan Dj./Re. No. 2755/76, 5,5-year-old boy, referred to this hospital with signs of bipolar osteomyelitis, destruction and fistulisation of the left tibia and talocrural arthritis. Staphylococcus albus and streptococcus haemoliticus were isolated from the fistula. Osteomyelitis was treated with an adequate therapy including long usage of Lincocin. In Feb. and Oct. of 1977 a sequestrotomy of the mid portion of the tibia and transmedular fixation using Ratschmann's nail were performed. The process resulted in pseudarthrosis of the mid portion of the tibia with loss of bone substance in the length of 2.5 cm and talocrural arthrosis and deformed foot. The boy walking support. In July 1980, in the stage of "ripe" pseudarthrosis a complete resection of pseudoarthrosis with sclerotic portions of tibia to healthy bone was performed. The mid part of the right tibia was resected subperiostally and was grafted centromedularlly into the upper and lower medular channel of the left tibia. Two Kirschner's needles were implanted centromedularlly so as to strengthen the bone osteosynthesis. Complete union of the grafted fibula with treppassage of the medular channel occurred with its tibilisation and growth in length and width. In July 1982, the concave foot was corrected using Bertrand's method. The present difference in the length between the two legs is 4.5 cm which is corrected by the use of padded shoes. Lengthening of the leg is planned to be performed before he reaches the age of 14.